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Abstract 
 
     Most vaccine safety resources are dedicated to considering short-term, or acute 
adverse reactions, while very few resources are dedicated to considering potential longer-
term or chronic adverse reactions. 
     Legitimate questions persist regarding the possible association between the mercury-
based preservative, thimerosal, and the childhood epidemic of neurodevelopmental 
disorders (NDDs), including autism. There are unresolved questions about the MMR 
vaccine that arose in 1998 that should be fully investigated. Gardasil, the HPV vaccine 
was just recommended by the CDC. Vaccine manufactures have dozens of new vaccines 
in the pipeline. The failure of public health officials to make this a priority and to free this 
research from conflicts of interest will only serve to further erode public confidence at a 
time when we should be working to build public confidence. It is incumbent upon us to 
fully investigate these issues in an independent manner. 
     The question that we face at present is: Will we create this office now in a proactive 
manner before public confidence further erodes, or will we do it later in reaction to 
growing loss of public confidence in the hope of restoring lost trust. 
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