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Abstract 
 
     This introduction to the conference provides a general overview of subjects to be covered by individual speakers with 
particular focus on Autistic Spectrum Disorders (ASD’s). The introduction discusses the rising tide of ASD’s in the 
western world, problems of consistent diagnosis, comorbidity and the functional links between abnormal sensory 
perception, dysfunction of posture, balance and motor skills, early feeding problems and disorders of biochemistry. The 
developmental histories of 9 children in the U.K. and 16 children in Italy diagnosed with Pervasive Developmental 
Disorders from conception to diagnosis are traced and the results discussed in relation to differences in presenting 
symptoms, causes and possible pre-disposing factors.  
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