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     In the 1950's, Japan had a “localized” incident where the discharge of mercury-containing waste into 
Minimata Bay led to the poisoning of tens of thousands to perhaps 200,000 or more of the Japanese people with 
the compound “methyl mercury” into which the food chain had converted and, in fish, stored the mercury from 
that waste. 
     The adults and children consuming the fish were slowly poisoned; fetuses were aborted, and breast-fed 
babies were poisoned by their mother’s milk. 
     Initially, the Japanese called the problem the “strange” disease and the people who had it were blamed and 
shunned. 
     The government and the company responsible for dumping the waste both proclaimed their innocence. 
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